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a quick trip to the near future



Curious Rituals 
curiousrituals.nearfuturelaboratory.com





THERE ARE 
A MILLION WAYS 
WE COULD GET 
THIS WRONG



THERE ARE 
A MILLION WAYS 
WE COULD GET 
THIS WRONG
so let’s think hard 
about how we might get it right











TOUCH DATA 
like a physical object





our job is to 
TRANSLATE 
INTENT ACTION



DIGITAL PHYSICAL

DIGITALPHYSICAL



THE SMARTPHONE IS 
THE FIRST HUGE 
IOT DEVICE

sensors smarts connection



MOBILE gives 
COMPUTING POWER to 
IMMOBILE OBJECTS



Nappy Notifier 
bit.ly/diaper-app



THE WEB HAS 
SENSOR SAVVY, 
TOO



www.w3.org/standards/techs/js

• RECORD AUDIO & VIDEO 
• UNDERSTAND SPEECH 
• MAKE & HEAR SOUND 
• GPS LOCATION

• VIBRATE 
• VIDEO CONFERENCE 
• ACCELEROMETER 
• AMBIENT LIGHT



DO THIS TODAY

www.w3.org/standards/techs/js



WHERE DO WE 
GO FROM HERE?





SENSOR INPUT TO THE WEB
four kinds of physical interfaces 
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SENSOR INPUT TO THE WEB
NOTIFICATION FROM THE WEB
AVATAR OF DIGITAL INFO

four kinds of physical interfaces 



SENSOR INPUT TO THE WEB
NOTIFICATION FROM THE WEB
AVATAR OF DIGITAL INFO
PHYSICAL INTERACTION

four kinds of physical interfaces 



SENSOR INPUT 
TO WEB SERVICES

the web gets physical
1.



propellerhealth.com





Generally, you don’t
see that kind of behavior
in a major appliance.





AWS IoT Button



bt.tn





DO THIS TODAY



NOTIFICATION 
FROM WEB SERVICES

the web gets physical
2.



THIS IS THE INTERFACE



THIS IS THE APP



THIS IS THE BROWSER



WEB ≠ BROWSER



Ringly



Lechal





DESIGN 
CALM 
TECHNOLOGY





Mailchimp: Oliver 
bit.ly/mailchimp-oliver



DO THIS TODAY



PHYSICAL 
INTERFACES 
FOR DIGITAL APIs



PHYSICAL AVATAR 
OF DIGITAL INFO

the web gets physical
3.



1 BILLION 
ENTITIES, PEOPLE, 
PLACES & THINGS

Google has cataloged

https://stratechery.com/2016/googles-go-to-market-gap/



Connected Paper 
bit.ly/connected-paper



What if a physical 
store could do all 
the best things 
an online store 
can do?

@LizaKLIZA KINDRED



















YOU COULD TOUCH 
A PRODUCT 
TO GET ITS INFO

@LizaK asks: what if...



YOU COULD TOUCH A 
ZIPCAR TO RENT IT 
INSTANTLY

@LizaK asks: what if...



YOU PAID JUST BY 
WALKING OUT OF THE 
STORE WITH A PRODUCT

@LizaK asks: what if...



UNLOCK DATA 
IN PHYSICAL 
OBJECTS





Lifeprint 
lifeprintphotos.com







WHERE’S THE 
UNIVERSAL 
CONNECTOR 
NETWORK?



THE 
PHYSICAL WEB



The Physical Web 
bit.ly/physical-web





DO THIS TODAY

physical-web.org



THE 
INTERACTION IS 
STILL ON SCREEN



phoTo: eriC J. smiTh

http://www.esmithimages.com/


PHYSICAL 
INTERACTION

the web gets physical
4.



Thaw 
bit.ly/mit-thaw



@LARRYLEGEND



Presto 
http://presto.watch 
@prestogesture



Grab Magic 
bit.ly/grab-magic



DO THIS TODAY

push the possibilities 
of everyday devices



IT’S A CHALLENGE 
OF IMAGINATION

it’s not a challenge of technology





Reality Editor 
realityeditor.org







SCREENS CONFIGURE

OBJECTS OPERATE



DO THIS TODAY

openhybrid.org



WHAT IF THERE’S 

NO SCREEN 
AT ALL?





THIS IS THE 
THING BEYOND 
THE PHONE



ONE INTERFACE 
FOR OVER 300 
SERVICES





DO THIS TODAY

developer.amazon.com



SENSOR INPUT TO THE WEB 
NOTIFICATION FROM THE WEB 
AVATAR OF DIGITAL INFO 
PHYSICAL INTERACTION

four kinds of physical interfaces 



WHY 
DO WE MAKE IT? 
TO WHOSE BENEFIT?



http://omershapira.com/blog/2014/09/its-raining-again/



IT’S TO IMPROVE 
THE CONVERSATION

the goal is not to make things talk



ETHICAL DESIGN 
MANIFESTO

ind.ie/blog/ethical-design-manifesto/

@indie



SURVEILLANCE 
CAPITALISM



Obligatory mention of 

Minority Report



Wayfindr 
wayfindr.net



Wink: Robot Butler 
bitly.com/wink-butler



HOW SMART 
DOES YOUR BED HAVE TO 
BE BEFORE YOU’RE 
AFRAID TO GO TO SLEEP 
AT NIGHT? Rich Gold





GIVE THE ROBOTS 
GOOD VALUES & 
GOOD MANNERS





AMPLIFY OUR 
HUMANITY



DO THIS TODAY

check the values of your creation



THANKS! josh clark 
@bigmediumjosh


